EMPOWERING JOURNALISTS TO REPORT ON
CLIMATE CHANGE THROUGH GAMCIL TRAINING

Ms. Pany Vilaychit resides in Mano Village, Luang Prabang
City, Laos. She is a dedicated journalist and a proud mother of
two— a daughter and a son. Pany’s passion for learning and
improving her skills led her to participate in the “Reporting
Green Issues” training workshop, part of the Green Action
through Media, Mass Organization, and Civil Society in Laos
(GAMCIL) Project, funded by the European Union. The
workshop, which took place from October to November 2024,
was designed to equip journalists from across Laos with the
tools and knowledge to report on climate change and
environmental issues.

Before participating in the GAMCIL workshop, Pany had already
taken part in two professional training programs. The first was
a TOT (Training of Trainers) program in Bangkok, Thailand,
which focused on developing trainer skills. The second was a
workshop on social media usage and news writing held at the
Luang Prabang Provincial Radio Station, where she learned
valuable skills in photo editing and using social media
platforms. These previous experiences had already proven
useful in her daily work, especially when she applied the TOT
skills to train others in her community and supported
colleagues in improving their work.

However, Pany found the GAMCIL training workshop to be a
significant step forward in her career. “This participation
enabled me to learn about many things. This project is very
helpful in providing a range of knowledge, especially about
climate change, which | didn't know much about before,” she
shared.

The workshop taught Pany valuable skills, such as photo
editing using Canva and news writing techniques that make
articles more engaging and attractive to readers. “The
knowledge about climate change and how to make news more
interesting was what | liked the most. | also learned how to
make news stories that attract the audience’s attention and
how to be a good quality journalist.”
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For Pany, the most important takeaway was learning about
climate change and how to raise awareness through media.
She plans to use her new skills to promote environmental
protection and combat climate change by educating her BRI |
community, especially agriculturists who continue to destroy

forests for farming. “Each year, especially during the rainy O -
season, they cut down the forest to grow rice, and this act 1through Media,
contributes to pollution, "she explained. “I want to help them niz. on and Civil Society
understand the consequences of their actions and encourage LS (GAMCIL)
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them to adopt more sustainable farming practices.” ddre 1g through social media,
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Pany is determined to use the lessons learned at the training
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workshop to make a positive impact. “I will use the lessons I've . / / j.' =
learned to share with people who don’t know about climate =8 Ve
change, to help them understand and change their actions. We \AE AR

all need to contribute to protecting the environment, making the
climate better, and making our world greener.”

Reflecting on the experience, Pany expressed her gratitude for
the opportunity: “/ feel very happy to have been a part of this
training workshop. The lessons were new to me, and I've gained
so much, from learning about climate change to improving my
skills in writing interesting news and editing photos. This
knowledge will help me become a better journalist and
contribute more effectively to promoting environmental
protection.”

Pany’s journey shows the power of education and training in
shaping a journalist's ability to report on pressing issues like
climate change. With her newfound skills, she is ready to
become a key advocate for sustainability in her community.
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