STRENGTHENING JOURNALISM SKILLS
AND CLIMATE AWARENESS THROUGH
GAMCIL TRAINING

Ms. Philavanh Silixay lives in Donmai Village, Xayaboury
District, Laos, where she works as a speaker and reporter at the
Xayaboury Provincial Department of Information, Culture and
Tourism. Married with two daughters, Philavanh is passionate
about her role as a journalist and is dedicated to informing the
public, especially those who may not have access to important
information.

In October-November 2024, Philavanh had the opportunity to
participate in the “Reporting Green Issues” training workshop,
part of the Green Action through Media, Mass Organization,
and Civil Society in Laos (GAMCIL) Project, funded by the
European Union. This training gathered journalists from across
the north, central, and south regions of Laos to enhance their
skills in reporting on environmental and climate change issues.

Before participating in the GAMCIL workshop, Philavanh had
already taken part in a news writing and reporting training
organized by the Lao National Television Station, which helped
improve her basic journalistic skills. “Before the training, |
didn't have much experience, but after attending the program, |
gained many useful skills that made my work faster and more
efficient,” she explained. Her love for journalism and a desire to
inform the public about crucial issues led her to pursue this
career. She firmly believes in the power of the media to bring
important information to those who need it most.

The GAMCIL training workshop, however, provided her with new
tools and insights that significantly improved her reporting
skills, particularly in the area of climate change. “The most
impressive lesson for me was learning how to create more
interesting and attractive news headlines, especially for social
media platforms like Facebook. These skills will help make the
news more engaging for the audience,” she shared.
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Philavanh found the training extremely beneficial for her work
in both news writing and producing radio and TV programs. She
plans to use these newly acquired skills to better inform the
public, particularly about climate change and environmental
issues. “I'll use the lessons I've learned to help educate people,
especially on issues like pollution, which many may not be fully
aware of. There needs to be more information shared through
radio and TV programs to help people understand the dangers
of climate change,” she said.

Her focus is on farmers, a group she believes needs more
awareness about the environmental risks tied to climate
change. “Many farmers don't realize how their activities can
contribute to natural disasters, and | want to share information
with them to help them understand the long-term
consequences of their actions,” she emphasized.

Philavanh is especially concerned about the environmental
issues in her own province, where poverty drives families to
engage in deforestation to make room for cassava farms and
other crops. She believes that by using media effectively, she
can help bring attention to these problems and encourage
solutions. “I want to use the media to promote environmental
protection, so more people have access to information.
Through radio and TV programs, | hope to reach a wider
audience and inspire change.”

Reflecting on the training, Philavanh is grateful for the
opportunity to improve her skills and knowledge. “I'm very
happy to have participated in this training workshop. I've
learned many new things, and | would love to take this program
again in the future. | want to thank the GAMCIL Project and the
donor for making this possible,” she concluded.

With the new tools and knowledge, she gained from the
GAMCIL workshop, Philavanh is ready to make a lasting impact
in her community by promoting environmental awareness and
climate action through radio, TV, and social media. Her
dedication to using the power of media to inform and educate
the public is a testament to the growing importance of
journalism in tackling climate change.
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