
Klassifikationsstufe: Intern

Telling climate and 
environmental stories



What makes a climate 
story compelling and 

engaging? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Loss and Damage Fund of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a financial mechanism aimed at addressing the impacts of climate change that go beyond what can be mitigated or adapted to. This fund is designed to help vulnerable countries cope with the irreversible losses and damages caused by climate change, such as extreme weather events (e.g., hurricanes, floods, droughts) and long-term effects (e.g., sea level rise, desertification).
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Task: 
• 3 groups
• Think of climate stories you liked, that you remember, look

them up to refresh yourself. 

Discuss these questions: 
• Why did you like them? 
• Are there specific characteristics they shared? 
• What characteristics should a good climate change story

have? 
• What makes a climate story NOT memorable? 

Group Work 

15 
min.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 



Elements of a good climate story

1. Connecting scientific facts with real-world events

2. Showing impact on nature

3. Showing impact on humans

4. Looking at past causes as well as current and future effects

5. Providing practical solutions / responses / ways forward

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 
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Stories transform
complex subjects
into something that
feels...

• personal
• local
• relatable
• solvable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 



How do you present the
facts in a way that makes

people care?

Accurate science and facts is crucial, 
but you need to connect emotionally

with your audience.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 



Narrow your focus

Don't be too broad

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 
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Topic or story? Broad or focused?

Extreme storms

Lao climate policy

Greenhouse gas emissions

Crops of poor community in rural lowland
area wiped out by floodwaters

Despite warnings by scientists, 
CO2 emissions in SE Asia rise
due to more coal-fired power 
plantsLao PDR and UK sign

agreement to boost 
decarbonization efforts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Loss and Damage Fund of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a financial mechanism aimed at addressing the impacts of climate change that go beyond what can be mitigated or adapted to. This fund is designed to help vulnerable countries cope with the irreversible losses and damages caused by climate change, such as extreme weather events (e.g., hurricanes, floods, droughts) and long-term effects (e.g., sea level rise, desertification).
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Floods in Pakistan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-floods-climate-change-likely-worsened-impact/a-63142625

What did you like? 

What were you missing? 

PLUS: personal story, emotional connection, difficulties, how personally affected, variety of voices, strong visuals, scale of destriuction in pictures, official voice, consequences, climate change mentions 
MINUS: no data visualization, real connection to climate change? 
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Let's look at the rest of this multimedia story...

Pakistan floods: Climate change likely worsened impact

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-floods-climate-change-likely-worsened-impact/a-63142625

What did you like? 

What were you missing? 

PLUS: personal story, emotional connection, difficulties, how personally affected, variety of voices, strong visuals, scale of destriuction in pictures, official voice, consequences, climate change mentions 
MINUS: no data visualization, real connection to climate change? 
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Tips for better climate stories

Know your audience

• Who is your reader / listener / viewer

• How much to they know about climate change? 

• What do they care about? 

• How might they be personally affected?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 



https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/international-public-opinion-on-climate-change-2023/

Lao PDR

• 7% know a lot 
• 26% know 

some 

• 47% know a 
little

• 18% never 
heard of it

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

international
public opinion
on climate change 2023

Yale program on CC Communication 
Meta
rare


�




https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/international-public-opinion-on-climate-change-2023/

Other Lao PRD-related answers
Do you think climate change is happening? 
• 71% yes
• 4% no
• 24% don't know 

How worried are you about climate change? 
• 30% very worried
• 41% somewhat worried
• 19% not very worried 
• 8% not at all worried 

Will climate change be personally harmful? 
• 37% a great deal
• 33% a moderate amount
• 12% only a little
• 5% not at all

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

For an investigative journalist, this is not a new task: you need to find out who the main role-players are, what causes and interests they are associated with, and where the money backing an outfit comes from. When reading alleged journal articles, find out whether the journal in question is recognised and ‘peer-reviewed’ (articles read by a range of independent experts before publication) and how many ‘citations’ it has attracted (sufficiently respected to be quoted by others in the field, see Chapter 9). Your expert contacts in science – whom, we hope, you have also checked out! – can advise you very usefully here. 



�
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Localize the jargon. You need to understand what CDM, REDD+ and UNFCCC mean but your reader or listener or viewer almost certainly does not. If your interviewees use jargon, be ready to ask them to simplify their language. If your interviewees speak in complicated terms, remind them that while they have been working on climate change for years, you have been researching your particular story for just a few days or even hours. Remind them that your job is to ensure your audience understands their words. Most experts would prefer to give you a simpler message in their own words rather than have you simplify things for them. Never be embarrassed to say “I don’t understand. Can you explain it again?”
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Localise the jargon

• You know what Athropocene, decarbonization, 
UNFCCC mean –

• Your audience probably doesn't

• Ask sources to simplify
• If you don't understand, ask them to explain again

The goal: understanding

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Localize the jargon. You need to understand what CDM, REDD+ and UNFCCC mean but your reader or listener or viewer almost certainly does not. If your interviewees use jargon, be ready to ask them to simplify their language. If your interviewees speak in complicated terms, remind them that while they have been working on climate change for years, you have been researching your particular story for just a few days or even hours. Remind them that your job is to ensure your audience understands their words. Most experts would prefer to give you a simpler message in their own words rather than have you simplify things for them. Never be embarrassed to say “I don’t understand. Can you explain it again?”
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Make it for and about
people

• Put people at the center

• Make the abstract real and relevant 

• Localize big stories

• Put things in terms your audience will understand:

(The price of bread, petrol, rice…)

Tips for better climate stories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Humanise, Humanise, Humanise. More than anything else, people care about their health, their wealth and the future of their children. Climate change is relevant to all three of these things, so try to think in those terms when you are working out how to tell your story, both to your editor and your audience. And make the abstract real. Putting a price tag on action or inaction will help, especially if you do it in terms people readily understand (like the price of bread or petrol).
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Engaging storytelling, compelling character(s)

• How is this affecting people concretely? 

• Takes it out of the abstract and makes it 

relatable 

• Readers learn of the human cost

• UNHCR says 20 million people are displaced 

due to climate change a year… 

• But stories of statistics can be overwhelming

• Tell the story of one family

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/special-reports/1495430/migrants-face-changing-climate

The UNHCR (Climate change and disaster displacement) estimates that climate change is forcing an average of more than 20 million people to leave their homes and move to other areas each year.  It’s a story driven by statistics that can appear overwhelming. This story in the Bangkok Post tells it through the eyes of one Cambodian family forced to relocate to Thailand because of lack of rain in their native land. 
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Quote different voices

• Talk to the experts and policy-makers, but go further

• Who is directly affected? Who has a different perspective?

• Think about gender and generation

• A variety of voices leads to more nuance and richer stories

Green issues affect everyone

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quote varied voices. Climate change affects everyone and everyone can respond to it in a different way. Think about both gender and generation. Climate change will affect men and women in different ways. Young and elderly people are both more vulnerable than healthy middle-aged people. They also have different perspectives. Very senior people have long memories and can describe decades of change. Young people will inherit the problems of climate change and so may have powerful perspectives. By speaking to many different kinds of people about climate change you will get a richer understanding of it, more story ideas and new angles that you can use to tell the story.
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Be visual

• Reduce complexity by using explanatory 

visuals

• Always ask: "how can I visualize this?"

• Photos, videos, graphs/charts, infographics, 

maps, sidebars

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Be visual. Many climate and environmental stories are complex, but they can often be illustrated with appropriate visuals that represent the issue and make it an engaging human story. Journalists should always ask, “How can I visualize this story?” Perhaps it can be a photo-essay, a portrait series, a short online explainer video, a more in-depth documentary, or a clear and easy to understand infographic. A good photo series, or video can vividly explain the issue to readers. Multimedia projects are also very effective online by presenting a story with a combination of multiple visual elements such as photos, video and infographics. Use all the resources you have to bring the story to life – headlines, photos, graphs, maps, sidebars.
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Find a good opening photo/visual

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Which of the images above would be best suited to a story about plastic pollution?
�
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Data visualization

• Present complicated data in 
easy-to-digest way

• More engaging to readers
• Gives bigger picture

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/philippines/climate-data-historical



Klassifikationsstufe: Intern

• In groups
• Look at these complex stories. Pick a target audence, provide a two-

sentence easy-to-understand pitch, tell us who you would talk to and 
how would you would put people at the center. 

Group 1: Delegates at the COP29 will discussing climate 
justice in the Anthropocene and whether decoupling mandates
should apply to economies in transition.

Group 2: A study explores the potential of the Lao PDR to
engage in carbon sequestration projects to mitigate climate
change. Afforestation projects are planned as well as
agroforestry farms that might help local communities grow and 
harvest crops more sustainably. 

Group Work – simplifying, humanizing 

30 
min.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Know your audience. When you sit down to write a story there is only one person that matters: not you, not your editor and not the person you just interviewed. It is the reader, the listener or the viewer – someone you are unlikely to ever meet. Be familiar with your audience’s level of knowledge about climate change and about the things they care most about. If in doubt, assume your audience knows nothing but never make the mistake of assuming they are stupid. The classic error in journalism is to 
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From Local to Global / From Global to Local

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What does this mean? Why is it important? 

The world is hyperconnected. 
spread of the coronavirus. It started in one corner of the world. Within months, its tentacles had stretched thousands of miles around the Earth, affecting billions of people. 
In the same way, there is a domino effect with climate stories. Climate change in particular, is a global issue.  

So as a journalist you should start looking for the bigger picture in your environmental stories to make sure you are telling the whole story. This section examines the question that is central to this course. 
How do you make that global narrative interesting, relevant and engaging to your audience at a local level? And, how do you make your local environmental story relevant and engaging at a national and international level? 



From Local to Global

If local, put it in a larger context:  

• How could this relate to broader issues? 
• How does this relate to similar events in 

the region, world? Is it part of a global 
trend?

• Causes/effects beyond the local area?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
try linking local news to the wider framework of policy and national or global events. There are often comparisons to what is happening in your area to what is happening in a local neighbourhood in another country. It’s a way of making the audience realise they are not alone in their experiences.

Make a climate change story relevant to your audience. For example, locally, readers and viewers will want to know how a wildfire will impact their daily lives. But the national or international audience may be engaged if you explain the consequences for them in terms of access to favourite food or their holiday destination. It should mean you can always offer a local, national and international perspective to your storytelling.  





• Expands local story to a wider 
narrative about policy and climate.

• Farmers protested against new
laws which they say will ruin their
livelihoods.

• Examines India's farm laws which
don't take environmental impacts
into account. 

• Examines national policy, impacts
on biodiversity, water scarcity, 
drought and flooding. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.dw.com/en/the-ecological-roots-of-indias-farming-crisis/a-56368937




From Global to Local

Look at a general climate change topic. 
Perhaps there's a new IPCCC study out 
or statement from COP meeting.

Localize the issue: 

• How does it affect my region? 
• how does it affect the local community? 
• how does the community deal with this problem?
• What are local authorities doing about it?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Global stories about food, pollution and biodiversity for example, all have a local angle. Telling the national and international stories and making them relevant to your audience at a local level is an important part of the job. As a journalist you could begin by asking yourself, how does this story affect my audience? And what are the implications for people living here? 
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Storm and dislocation

You’re a reporter for a local newspaper in Savannakhet. A extreme storm
has hit that caused the displacement of many people in remote areas. Your
editor wants you to cover the story and talk to the families.
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Typhoon and dislocation

Which approach would you choose?

Which elements might you include to make
the story more relatable to your audience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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How to find Green Stories

• Monitor local and global climate trends and 
research

• Connect with environmental and climate groups
• Attend environmental conferences and summits
• Follow policy developments and government 

activities
• Visit local communities
• Use social media

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Page 28 GQJS

Monitor local and global climate trends and research: Read reports about changes in weather paTerns, extreme weather events, and climate-related issues such as floods, droughts, or rising sea levels. Look at websites that feature new research on weather and the environment. Weather services, government agencies, and interna5onal pla]orms (some listed below) oYen release climate data and developments that can serve as a star5ng point for stories. Find local communi5es and businesses which are affected by these trends and or people and organiza5ons doing something to help the environment or the climate. 
Connect with environmental and climate groups: Build rela5onships with local NGOs and environmental ac5vists. Consult the websites of global organiza5ons like WWF or Greenpeace, some of which have opera5ons in Lao PDR. These groups can provide story ideas or informa5on about ongoing projects and developments. 
Attend environmental conferences and summits: Go to mee5ngs or conferences having to do with the environment or climate in Lao PDR. If resources are available, send a reporter to the UN’s annual Climate Change Conference (COP). Conferences provide access to decision-makers, researchers and ac5vists who can talk about current issues. 
Follow policy developments and government ac;vi;es: Stay up-to-date about government climate policies, sustainability ini5a5ves or interna5onal agreements, such as the Paris Agreement. Report on how these policies are being implemented. 
Visit local communi;es: Explore how local communi5es, especially vulnerable or indigenous popula5ons, are being affected by climate change or environmental challenges. Attend town mee5ngs, talk to farmers, or explore how urban areas are coping with environmental challenges like pollu5on or extreme weather. 
Use social media: Follow climate change topics on social media and monitor conversa5ons to see what people are talking about or if any grassroots campaigns are 
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