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HOUACHANG DRAXENG: CRAFTING NATURE'S CLASSROOM
THROUGH THE LENS OF A SELF-TAUGHT JOURNALIST

For Houajeng Dracheng, a journalist at the Propaganda and Training Board
of Xaysomboun Province, the path in media was not paved with formal
education. Having never studied journalism directly, his greatest challenge
was filming and producing professional-level news. Every step he took was
fueled by pure passion, self-taught dedication, and collaborative learning
with his peers.

The pivotal turning point that exponentially elevated his potential was
joining the GAMCIL project, generously supported by CARE International in
Lao PDR and the European Union (EU).

A practical field trip to Vang Vieng District opened Houajeng’s eyes to the
core of "eco-friendly tourism management"—the delicate balance
between conservation, development, and service delivery. Furthermore,
this training equipped him with powerful "green weapons" by integrating Al
technology into his workflow. Houajeng now utilizes Gemini for data
analysis and article writing, CapCut for video and audio editing, and Canva
for visual design. These tools filled his technical gaps and transformed him
into a highly effective storyteller.

The beautiful outcome of this transformation is reflected in his captivating
article titled: "From 'Pasture' to 'Land of Learning'." Houajeng masterfully
narrated the evolution of a simple livestock enclosure into a breathtaking
authentic eco-tourism destination. He painted a vivid picture of green
valleys, camping under the chilly skies, and sipping morning coffee amidst
a sea of fog. He defined this place not merely as a tourist attraction, but as
a "real-life nature classroom" that cultivates a harmonious and joyful
coexistence between humanity and the environment.

Beyond storytelling, Houajeng gained a profound understanding of gender
equality in the context of the environment. He realized that different
genders perceive, are impacted by, and resolve environmental issues
differently—a perspective that now adds depth and inclusivity to his
reporting.

"I urge all media consumers to help spread environmental protection
messages—whether through text, photos, or short videos. Let us ensure
society is widely informed so we can sustainably protect our environment
together," Houajeng urged with determination.

Today, Houajeng is more ready than ever to move forward as the voice of
Xaysomboun Province. "l would like to express my deepest gratitude to
CARE International in Lao PDR and the European Union for giving all media
sectors this monumental opportunity. This is a massive step forward for
my self-development, and | will undoubtedly apply this knowledge to
elevate my practical work to new heights."
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