MR. SOULIYO MAKESOUVANH: INSPIRING YOUTH
TO TAKE ACTION ON GREEN ISSUES

Mr. Souliyo Makesouvanh lives in Samphanna Village,

Sangthong District, Vientiane Capital. As a youth coordinator e :
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and social entrepreneur, he creates content on environmental —————
work, youth development, and ecological agriculture. Through ity |
his work, he hopes to inspire positive change in his
community.

In late 2024, Souliyo joined the “Reporting Green Issues”
training under the Green Action through Media, Mass
Organization, and Civil Society in Laos (GAMCIL) Project,
funded by the European Union. He joined the training to
strengthen his skills and create more engaging content that
can lead to real impact.

“Before this, | had a basic understanding of climate change.
But during the training, | learned how climate change is a
long-term process that’s happening faster than ever,” he said.
“That really changed how | see the issue.”

One of the most valuable lessons for Souliyo was
storytelling. “I learned how to create narratives that connect
with people, using real situations and strong visuals,” he
shared. He also explored digital tools like Canva and Al
platforms, including Claude and Gemini, which support the
Lao language and help him work more efficiently.

“The best parts were learning about storytelling, using Al, and
exchanging ideas with other participants. | now feel more
confident to create and share messages that matter.”

As part of the training, Souliyo plans to produce a short video
titled “Household Waste: A Benefit Many Families Overlook.”
It will focus on how to separate waste, make compost, and
reduce community odor problems. He also plans to launch a
Facebook and TikTok platform to share green content
regularly.

“This training gave me the motivation and confidence to take
action. If we don’t start now, when will we?” he emphasized.
Grateful for the experience, Souliyo thanked CARE and the
GAMCIL Project. “To young people, | want to say: we are the
generation that must be aware and act. Environmental issues
affect everyone. Let's use media to educate, inspire, and
make a difference—starting with ourselves.”
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Green Action through Media,
Mass Oganization and Civil Society
in Laos (GAMCIL)

Increase awareness of green issuesand climate |

change by addressing through social media,
improve digital literacy, and strengthening the
capacity of Lao journalists.




